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Our Mission
The mission of all Boys and Girls Clubs in Canada is to provide a safe, supportive place where children
and youth can experience new opportunities, overcome barriers, build positive relationships and
develop confidence and skills for life.

Great Futures start here.

Core Values
In our work with children, youth, families and communities, all Boys and Girls Clubs are guided by the
following core values. These core values are the standard by which all
Boys and Girls Club services are measured.

Belonging
We welcome everyone in a safe, accepting environment based on
belonging and positive relationships.

Respect
We ensure that everyone – children, youth, families, volunteers, staff
is heard, respected, valued and treated fairly.

Encouragement and Support
We encourage and support every child and youth to play, learn and grow to achieve their dreams.

Working Together
We work together with young people, families, volunteers, our communities, and government.

Speaking Out
We speak out for children, youth, and families so that we can make our world better.

Special Events & Fundraisers
Annual Breakfast
Awards Ceremony
Blue Jays Day
Breakfast with Santa
Candle Sales
Capital One Race for Kids
Christmas Social
Community Carnival
Family Christmas Social

Festival of Light
Fishing Derby
Foodbank Fundraisers and Visits
Gift of Giving
Kin Club Golf Fundraiser
Great East Dartmouth BBQ
Hurricanes’ Basketball Game
Ignite Community Talent/Concert
Kin Club Golf Tournament
March Against Violence

Parade of Lights
Regal Fundraiser
Remembrance Day Parade
Turkey Dinner
Volunteer Appreciation Night
Westjet Ticket Fundraiser
Wine & Cheese Fundraiser
Youth Stock- Conference

Board Chair’s Report
I would like to begin my Board Chair’s Report by thanking all the staff, stakeholders and supporters who
make the clubs a success. It is through the efforts of these dedicated, caring people that the clubs are able to
thrive as an organization that makes a positive difference in the lives of children and youth in Cole
Harbour, Dartmouth North, East Dartmouth, Sackville and Spryfield. I would like to make specific note of
thanks for the efforts of our Board of Directors. Our Board is comprised of dedicated individuals, each with
their own special talents. Our Board Members are all volunteers who, despite their busy schedules, come
together as a team to provide the oversight necessary for the continued functioning of our Clubs.
This year was our first year of the fully amalgamated organization and branding of Boys and Girls Clubs of
Greater Halifax (BGCGH). This was an exciting time and challenging year as we continued to build a
stronger voice for the children and youth in all of our communities while streamlining operations. The
Board and Staff worked together to develop a 3-year strategic plan that will continue to help us align our
processes and move from “good to great”. In January, we hired a new Director of Operations position to
provide oversight to the day-to-day operations while ensuring a succession plan for the CEO/ED position.
Also in January, we received notice that our CEO/ED of 20 years was departing his role and moving on to a
Regional role within the Boys & Girls Clubs of Canada (BGCC). The Board commenced an immediate
recruitment plan and hired a new CEO, with a strong background in not-for-profit and working with
children and youth, to start on May 1, 2017.
Over the past year we continued to provide services for children and youth in all five communities: Cole
Harbour, Dartmouth North, East Dartmouth, Sackville and Spryfield. Over the past year we continued our
efforts to develop and build upon the positive partnerships and working relationships that have allowed the
Club to succeed. First and foremost, we are proud of the Club’s continuing positive working relationship
with the communities that it serves. We have grown our programs and enrollments in all of our sites. If we
are not serving children and youth, then none of us are succeeding. As a Board, we remain confident in the
efforts of our dedicated group of staff members and volunteers to achieve the mandate of the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Greater Halifax.

Our year of developing and building positive partnerships continued through sustaining our positive
working relationship with all levels of government. As an organization, we continue to benefit through the
funding programs offered by all levels of government.
We have also continued our efforts to promote our Boys and Girls Clubs to the greater community. Through
the outreach efforts of Board Members and the Club Staff, we have met with and secured donations from
new and existing donors.
I would like to thank the elected representatives for our communities as each of them has worked to help
our Clubs. I would also like to thank all of the staff as well as the many volunteers who give of their time to
help the Clubs with its programming. I would like to extend thanks on behalf of the Board to John Burton
for his 20 years of dedication to our Club and wish him well in his new role as Atlantic Regional
Coordinator with BGCC. We believe that the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Halifax is one of the best Clubs in
the country and we will be able to build on our reputation by growing all of the Boys & Girls Clubs in the
Halifax and surrounding areas.
We look forward to the next year under the leadership of our new CEO Henk van Leeuwen and his
wonderful team of staff and volunteers.
In closing, it should be noted that the efforts of the Board, staff and stakeholders would be insignificant
without the continued support from the communities we serve in Cole Harbour, Dartmouth North, East
Dartmouth, Sackville and Spryfield. As a Board, we will never forget that community support is integral to
the Club’s success. We thank the communities of Cole Harbour, Dartmouth North, East Dartmouth,
Sackville and Spryfield for their continued support.
Respectfully submitted,
Shelley Alward MacLeod

Letter from the CEO
I’m so thrilled to have joined the Club! I began my role as CEO of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Halifax in May of 2017. It’s a great privilege to be here, serving an organization which does so much to
engage children and youth and produce future leaders.
I’ve only been with our organization for a couple of months, but I’ve quickly discovered what a positive
impact our diverse range of programs has on so many kids - and their families - throughout Dartmouth
North, East Dartmouth, Spryfield, Cole Harbour, Humber Park, and Sackville.
To all of the children and youth who participate in our programs, and to your families who entrust us with
running these programs - thank you so much for choosing us. We are inspired by your imagination, your
potential, your leadership, and your sense of fun and adventure.
Last year more than 3,700 children and youth in the greater Halifax area participated in or were involved
in our programs. Through our services, they accessed before-and-after school programs, breakfasts at
school, and education, recreation, community engagement, and leadership programs. Our teams helped
supervise lunches at many Dartmouth-area classrooms, they engaged youth with leadership and academic
support programs, and they helped elementary-age students with tutoring workshops. Our club sites
ensure that our club kids can overcome barriers, develop friendships and positive peer relationships, and
access positive role models in a safe space.
Whether you’re one of our club kids or their families, or supported our charity through a donation,
partnership, sponsorship, or your volunteer time, thank you. Our work is only possible through your
collective effort, time, and talent. In my short time with Boys and Girls, I can see how hard our staff works
to make our clubs exciting, supportive, and engaging spots for our kids. To our employees: thank you for
your dedication, energy, and professionalism. I really appreciate your effort. It translates into so many kids
feeling that the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Halifax is like a second home, and extended family.

The story of who we help and what we do is compelling and important. We believe it’s critical that all
children and youth in our club neighborhoods can access pathways and opportunities to success. We
believe in ensuring children and youth from a diverse range of cultural, social, and economic backgrounds
can access community programs like ours. One of my priorities for the coming year will be to help club
kids find and share their voices so that our community can hear them and encourage their paths to
success. So if any of you has been impacted by one of our programs, or you’re a proud alumnus or alumna
of our programs, or you want to let people know how our programs help your family, please let me know!
We’d love to share your story.
Thank you to everyone who played a part in making our 2016-17 program year a success. I look forward
to working with you and serving our club kids, families, staff, and volunteers in 2017-18.

Sincerely Yours,

Henk van Leeuwen
CEO, Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Halifax
henk@bgcgh.ca

@HenkvanL

Report, Director of Children’s Programs
Many new and amazing opportunities came our way this year. We also completed the final year of
multiple-year funding sources. We hosted 35 different programs at six sites, and more than 3,500
children came through our doors or participated in or experienced one of our programs.
We completed another year with our United Way funding focusing on healthy eating and being active.
356 children participated in our “Our Active Me!” and “Healthy Me!” services. They learned how to make
better choices and how to stay active even when they did not love sports. The “Active Me” was based in
Fundamental Movement skills and increase each child’s abilities. “Healthy Me!” focused on cooking skills
and making good or better food choices.
The United Way also funded a portion of our Global Tours program. Each year, high school students from
Cole Harbour High help facilitate three days of programming for incoming Junior High students. The days
focus on the communities the students come from and bring awareness to the surrounding communities
and their new environments. Community members speak to the students and share stories about their
communities. We also partnered for the third year with Caledonia Jr. High school to help transition 87
sixth grade students from Ian Forsyth, Admiral Westphal and Michael Wallace Elementary schools. The
students participated in teambuilding and ice breaker activities that were facilitated by students from the
Jr. High.
We also participated in many Canadian Tire Jumpstart activities. In the Fall, we took part in Jumpstart day
on the Halifax Commons. The children played a wide range of games and got to try roller blading and
riding bikes on the Oval. We also were able to participate in swimming, rock climbing, Tae kwon do, step
aerobics, kick boxing, yoga, gymnastics and floor hockey. The Canadian Tire Jump start funds also allowed
us to sponsor a number of youth over the summer months.
420 different children come through our doors over the eight-and-a-half weeks of summer camp in 2016.
We had 33 children go camping at Camp Harris, and 60 children participate in our Mystery Trips.
In the Fall, we hosted 465 children in our after-school programs, as well as 89 children in our early
morning care programs at our East Dartmouth and North Dartmouth sites. Throughout the school year we
continued to offer programs such as games night, youth night, ball hockey, Torch leadership club, running
clubs, cooking classes, basketball, sign class and so much more. We also partner with the IWK Health
Centre in helping look after children of parents enrolled in parenting classes.
We were extremely fortunate to be part of 7 Breakfast programs across Dartmouth. This year, we served
more than 25,000 meals and 18,000 snacks. Our partnership with the Halifax Regional School Board also
enables our staff to provide lunch-time in-classroom monitoring to nearly 1,500 students over several
schools.
We ended this year with an amazing new adventure at Camp Mockingjay: winter camping. We took 34
children camping over March Break! The rest of us entertained, challenged, and played with 147 children
at five sites. Thanks to everyone for a great year!

Alana Doucette
Director of Children's Programs

Treasurer’s Report
The Boys & Girls Club of Greater Halifax financial statements for the year ending March 31, 2017 have
been audited by the public accounting of Rector Colavecchia Roche Chartered Accountants.
The following is a brief summary of this year’s financial activity.
The audited financial statements shows the following:
Year ending March 31

2017

General Fund Operations Revenue of

2,216,122

General Fund Operations Expenses of

2,154,270

Resulting in a surplus (deficit) of

61,852

In Addition to the General Fund

Capital Fund generated interest revenue of

The General Fund had net assets (assets less liabilities) of

336

586,902

The Capital Fund had a Fund balance of

58,198

The East Dartmouth Community Centre Fund had a fund balance of

17,713

The Memorial Funds had a balance of

6,086

In Summary for all funds: General fund (Operational), EDCC Building Fund
and Boys and Girls Capital Funds:

Total Revenue and Contributions

2,218,124

Total Expenses

2,193,493

Resulting in a Surplus (Deficit) of
Respectfully Submitted,

Morley Norman

24,631

Report, Director of Youth Programs
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Halifax works hard to provide safe, supportive spaces where children
and youth can experience new opportunities, overcome barriers, build positive relationships, and develop
confidence and skills for life. The recent creation of the position of Director of Youth Programs will help
engage the youth of our Greater Halifax communities to make the best decisions for themselves and others.
My name is Trevor Brown, and I have the wonderful opportunity of being selected by the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater Halifax to help develop the strategy to involve youth, community service providers, and
community stakeholders to improve the life goals and outcomes of the youth who come from our
communities.
With the support of the Nova Scotia Department of Community Services, we created a Youth Engagement
Worker position to engage Dartmouth North and East Dartmouth youth and support their educational and
employment related goals and overcoming barriers to success. This position has met with more than 140
youth, and has seen these youth more than 600 times throughout the year in drop-in program sessions,
crisis management workshops, individualized programs or workshops, in outreach capacities and through
family work and support. A special thank you to Julie Slen, and Shianne Gordon for their dedication
to the IGNITE Youth Engagement Program, and the youth of the Dartmouth-North and East Dartmouth
communities.
Traditionally, the Boys & Girls Clubs offer youth programs that include physical fitness and sports drop-ins,
leadership programs, educational support and guidance, and healthy lifestyle training through cooking
and healthy snack preparations. We also provides leadership and civic engagement through our Torch and
Keystone Leadership groups. The Clubs also offer specialty camps Youth Stock Camps.
During the summer, the Clubs offered evening drop-in opportunities at the various site locations. Some of
the activities included pick-up basketball, floor hockey and indoor soccer, arts and crafts, cooking and
summer barbeques, and provided space for youth to come together and hang out and enjoy each other’s
company. Some of the youth who attended reported that they enjoyed coming to the Club just to see their
friends away from a school setting, and, the drop-ins provided a place to go when it was raining or too hot.
Various forms of the drop-ins were offered at the East Dartmouth and Dartmouth-North, Sackville and
Spryfield site locations. Each session averaged between 7 to 17 youth each in attendance for summer
drop-ins.
Our Raise the Grade Youth Education program at our Spryfield site served 25 youth in 2016-17. Raise The
Grade’s mission is to build a strong community by supporting youth in their academics, by creating a safe
and welcoming environment, and by encouraging youth to learn every day, in every way. We’ll continue to
explore options to continue expand the delivery of the Raise the Grade Youth Education program. Three of
our student participants graduate from high school this June, and we’re thrilled to have supported their
academic journey.

This report is not just an accounting of a year’s work. It is a tribute to you and all those who make our
achievements a reality. In summary, I sincerely thank all the volunteers, our Board of Directors, the
management team and all our staff for their dedication, commitment and hard work. I would like to offer a
huge “thank you!” to our outgoing CEO John Burton, for all of his work and mentoring opportunities he
had provided me over the years, and for the innovating approach to working with youth and community
stakeholders he provided. Our team has always served the community of Greater Halifax with the highest
degree of excellence and each is a credit to their profession.

-Trevor Brown,
Director of Youth Programs
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Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Halifax
Dave Clarke Memorial Volunteer of the Year - David Tong
Pat Williams Memorial Award (volunteer) - Anna Chiola
Dr. Jim Smith Youth Award - Josh Prager

Cole Harbour Site
Outstanding Member Award - Brianne Stockall
Outstanding Youth Award - Devin Perry

East Dartmouth Site
Outstanding Member Award - Hailey Labrador
Outstanding Youth Award - Latrell Brooks

North Dartmouth Site
Outstanding Member Award - Jay Johnson
Outstanding Youth Award - Kaia MacDonald
Kaitlyn Murray-Selinger Memorial Award -Da’jiahia Simmons
Roleika Downey Memorial Award - Shaterra Brooks

Sackville Site

Outstanding Member Award - Kaden Sheikh
Outstanding Youth Award - Sarah Bernard

Spryfield Site
Outstanding Member Award -Isabella Joyce
Outstanding Youth Award - Caleb MacLean

Thank you Friends And Supporters
Adriana Dolnycky

David Johnson

Adventus International

Denise Hoskins

Angela Mercier

Digital nGenuity

Angie Bachmann

Donald Blakely

Ann Crossman

Donald Brian Couse

Anne Mc Carville

Doris Hiller

Aqueduct Grant

Doug Shreenan

Armstrong Health Care

E. John Wilson

Atlantic Sleep Apnea Services

Earl Francis Spryfield Memorial Legion

Beatrice Leblanc

Elaine Unrau

Best Buy Canada Ldt.

Elayne MacNeil Noik

Bev Barter

Elizabeth Bell

Black & McDonald Limited

EMC

Blake Fletcher

Farrell Benevolent Society

Bob Blom

Frances Hunter

Bowlarama

Gail Crewe

Brad Krawchuk

Gayle Hann

Brenda Kaiser

Geneva Passmore

Butler Sanitary Products

George Hoskins

C. Marit Ault

Gerry Irwin

Capital Ventilation

Glenda Fox

Carol Morris

Gordan Murray

Carolyn Stirling

Gordon Thomas

Catherine Rainer

Grant Garrison

Cathy Johnson

Greg Baldwin

Cheapy Tire

Henny Rykers

Chuck Barrington

Halifax Hurricanes

Clyde A Paul Holdings

HFX Youth Foundation

Cole Harbour Lions Club

Investors Group

Colleen Findley

Jack Hall

Current Insurance

Jean Flynn

Cynthia Hoskins

Jeanine Cramn

Dalhousie University

John Milburn

Daphne Gomes
Darrell Johnson

John Strickey

Thank you Friends And Supporters
Jonathan Gaetz

Peter Wightman

Julie Carroll

Philip Findley

Julie Cornish

Portage La Prairie Mutual

Kathleen Mahoney

RBC Learn to play Grant

Kelly Gomes

RBC Foundation

Kim Sampson

Regis Hill

Kiwanis Club of Dartmouth

Richard Ives

Kiwanis Club of Woodlawn

Robert Darton

L.J Roache

Rotary Club of Dartmouth

Leslie MacNeil

Rotary Club of Halifax Northwest

Liam Whalen

Russell Landscaping

Linda Elliott

Sackville Lioness Club

Linda Swinamer

Saint Paul's Home

Lydia Bowie

Scotiabank

M.Bea Bardsley

Scott Strickey

Marilyn Welland

Selma Rudderham

Marion Leahey

Shoppers Drug Mart

Mary Darlene MacLean

Show Kids U Care

Masonic Foundation

Silver's Agencies Limited

Masonic Lodge

Singleton Paddles Limited

McHappy Day

Stan Kutcher

Melanie Flemming

Stantec

MicMac Promotions

Star Tire

Microsoft Canada

Steed & Evans Holding Inc.

Moxie's

Stephen McIntosh

Nancy Manuel

Sure Shot Sports

Nelson Burkey

Susan Covert

Old Navy

Susan Langille

Overhead Door of Nova Scotia Limited

Susana Pazmino

Patricia Paul

TD Bank

Paul Seamone

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Pauline Kemp

The Kinsmen Club of Dartmouth

Thank you Friends And Supporters
W.Brookbank
Wawanesa
Westphal Firefighters Association
Mayor Mike Savage
Councillors
Bill Karsten
Lisa Blackburn
Lorelei Nicoll
Tony Mancini
MLAs
Premier Stephen McNeil
Andrew Younger
Brenden McGuire
Dave Wilson
Joanne Bernard
Keith Colwell
Marion Mancini
Stephen Gough
Tony Ince
MPs
Darren Fisher
Andy Fillmore
Darrell Samson
We also thank the United Way, Canadian Tire Jump Start,
the Nova Scotia Department of Community Services and Education, and the Boys and Girls Club of Canada.

Thank you Friends And Supporters

Thank you Friends And Supporters

Thank you Friends And Supporters

Main Office
50 Caledonia Road
902-435-3204
info@bgcgh.ca

6 Sites throughout HRM
East Dartmouth – 50 Caledonia Road
North Dartmouth – 60 Farrell St.
Cole Harbour – 50 Ritcey Cres
Humber Park 5- Smallwood Ave (After School program only)
Middle Sackville – 45 Connolly Road
Spryfield- 11 Aldergrove Drive

www.bgcgh.ca
@bgcghf
@BGCGreaterHalifax
@bgcgh3204

